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On June 18, 2014 came the Virginia State Bar, by Kevin E. 

Martingayle, its President, and Karen A. Gould, its Executive 

Director and Chief Operating Officer, and presented to the Court a 

petition, approved by the Council of the Virginia State Bar, 

praying that Rule 1:10, Section II, of the Rules for Integration of 

the Virginia State Bar, Part Six of the Rules of Court, be amended 

to read as follows: 

Rule 1.10. Imputed Disqualification: General Rule. 

(a) While lawyers are associated in a firm, none of them shall 

represent a client when the lawyer knows or reasonably should know 

that anyone of them practicing alone would be prohibited from 

doing so by Rules 1.6, 1.7, 1.9, or 2.10(e). 

* * * 

Comment 
* * * 

[2a] A lawyer or firm should maintain and use an appropriate 

system for detecting conflicts of interest. The failure to maintain 

a system for identifying conflicts or to use that system when 

making a decision to undertake employment in a particular matter 

may be deemed a violation of Rule 1.10(a) if proper use of a system 

would have identified the conflict. 

* * * 



Upon consideration whereof, it is ordered that the Rules for 

Integration of the Virginia State Bar, Part Six of the Rules of 

Court, be and the same hereby are amended in accordance with the 

prayer of the petition aforesaid, effective immediately. 
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