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On March 16, 2015 came the Virginia State Bar, by Kevin E.
Martingayle, its President, and Karen A. Gould, its Executive
Director and Chief Operating Officer, and presented to the Court a
petition, approved by the Council of the Virginia State Bar,
praying that Paragraph 13, Section IV, of the Rules for Integration

of the Virginia State Bar, be amended to read as follows:

13. Procedure for Disciplining., Suspending, and Disbarring
Attorneys.

13-4 ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICT COMMITTEES

* * *

E. Qualification of Members. Before nominating any

individual for membership on a Digtrict Committee, the Council
members making such recommendation shall first determine that the
nominee is willing to serve on the District Committee and will
conscientiously discharge the responsibility as a member of the
District Committee. Council members making the nominations shall
also obtain a statement from the nominees, in writing, that the
nominees are willing to serve on the District Committee, if elected.
In oxrder to be considered as a potential appointee to a District
Committee, each potential appointee shall execute the following:
(1) a waiver of confidentiality with respect to his or her
Digciplinary Record and any pending Complaints and a release

allowing production of his or her Disciplinary Record and any
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pending Complaints from any jurisdiction for purposes of the
appointment process; and (2) an authorization for the Bar to conduct
a criminal records check of all jurisdictions for any conviction of
a Crime and provide the results to the members of Council and the
staff of the Bar for purposes of the appointment process. No member
of Council shall be a member of a District Committee; however, this
rule shall not apply to the chair or president of any conference of
the Virginia State Bar, such as the Conference of Local Bar
Associations, Diversity Conference, Senior Lawyers Conference, or
Young Lawyers Conference, who are ex-officio members of Council. An
ex-officio member of Council who is also a member of a District
Committee shall not vote on the selection or confirmation of

nominees for any District Committee.

* * *

Add Paragraph 13.4 to read as follows:

13.4 Insurance Coverage Requirement for Respondents under Va.

Code § 54.1-3935(D).

Pursuant to Va. Code § 54.1-3935(D), when an attorney who
has been found guilty of engaging in criminal activity that
violates the Rules of Professional Conduct and results in the
loss of property of one or more of the attorney's clients and has
been required by a three-judge court to maintain professional
malpractice insurance during the time he or she is licensed to
practice law in the Commonwealth of Virginia, that attorney shall

carry such coverage in the minimum amount of $500,000 per claim
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and $1 million in the aggregate with a maximum $10,000
deductible, with a Virginia licensed insurer, eligible surplus
line insurer or registered risk retention group., The coverage
provider must have an A.M. Best minimum rating of A-.

The attorney shall require the insurer to include language
in the policy specifying that the VSB be given notice of
cancellation or nonrenewal. The attorney shall certify such
coverage and the notice requirement to the VSB on a yearly basis
with a certificate of insurance provided to the VSB by an agent
or broker licensed in Virginia. This certificate must be
received initially within 10 days after inception or

reinstatement of the policy.

Upon consideration whereof, it is ordered that the Rules for
Integration of the Virginia State Bar, Part Six of the Rules of
Court, be and the same hereby are amended in accordance with the

prayer of the petition aforesaid, effective immediately.
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