
VIRGINIA:  
 
 In the Supreme Court of Virginia held at the Supreme Court Building in the  
City of Richmond on Thursday the 4th day of January, 2024.  

 

 On November 8, 2023, came the Virginia State Bar, by Chidi I. James, its President, and 

Cameron M. Rountree, its Executive Director and Chief Operating Officer, and presented to the 

Court a petition, approved by the Council of the Virginia State Bar, praying that Rule 8.4, Part 

Six, Section II, of the Rules of Court, be amended.  The petition is approved and Rule 8.4(f) is 

amended to read as follows: 

RULE 8.4  Misconduct 

It is professional misconduct for a lawyer to:  

(a) violate or attempt to violate the Rules of Professional Conduct, knowingly assist or induce 
another to do so, or do so through the acts of another; 

(b) commit a criminal or deliberately wrongful act that reflects adversely on the lawyer's 
honesty, trustworthiness or fitness to practice law; 

(c) engage in conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or misrepresentation which reflects 
adversely on the lawyer’s fitness to practice law; 

(d) state or imply an ability to influence improperly or upon irrelevant grounds any tribunal, 
legislative body, or public official; 

(e) knowingly assist a judge or judicial officer in conduct that is a violation of applicable 
rules of judicial conduct or other law; or 

(f)  enter into an agreement with a client or former client limiting or purporting to limit the 
right of the client or former client to file or pursue any complaint before a lawyer regulatory or 
disciplinary authority. 

 
Upon consideration whereof, it is ordered that the Rules for Integration of the Virginia 

State Bar, Part Six of the Rules of Court, be and the same hereby are amended in accordance 

with the prayer of the petition aforesaid, effective March 4, 2024. 
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