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REQUIREMENTS FOR COLLECTION OF UNPAID 
FINES AND COURT COSTS PURSUANT TO 

CHAPTER 21 OF TITLE 19.2 (§§ 19.2-339 THROUGH 368) 
AND THE SUSPENSION OF DRIVING PRIVILEGES PURSUANT 

TO § 46.2-395 OF THE VIRGINIA CODE 

If a person, appearing before the Petersburg General District Court, is unable to pay fines, cost, restitution or penalties 
imposed by the Court with 30 days of the conviction date, the defendants/customers will be eligible to enter into a 
deferred payment, installment payment, and modified deferred payment agreements. In determining the amount and 
length of time to pay a deferred payment or installment payment agreement, the Court shall consider the defendant’s 
financial resources considering defendant’s financial obligation; including defendant’s indigence, as well as the fines and 
costs the defendant owes other Courts. No time to pay fee will be charged on any account. 

When entering into payment arrangement the defendant must make an initial down payment. If the fines and cost owed 
are $500 or less, the required down payment will not exceed 10% of the amount owed. If fines and costs owed are more 
than $500, the required down payment will not exceed 5% of the amount owed or $50, whichever is greater. 

When a defendant enters into a subsequent payment agreement, the Court shall not require a defendant to establish a 
payment history on the subsequent payment agreement before restoring the defendant’s driver’s license. The Court 
shall require a down payment to enter into a subsequent payment agreement, as established above.  

If granted by the Court, community service work may be used as an option to defray fines and costs, especially when the 
defendant is unable to make substantial payments. Community service shall not be credited against any amount owed 
as restitution. Each hour of community service performed will at the current federal minimum wage rate. 

To receive credit for community service, work the defendant must: 

1) Volunteer for non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.

2) Submit an original letter, copies will not be accepted, on the letterhead of the non-profit organization stating
the number of volunteer hours preformed and listing the dates of the volunteer service was performed,
signed by the supervising non-profit employee.

3) Submit the original letter to the Clerk’s office on or before the payment due date. The court will not grant any
extension or exception for letters that are not timely received.
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