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Payment Agreement Policy for Criminal and Traffic Debt

The following policy is in effect for all fines and costs assessed for criminal and traffic matters:

¢ All fines and costs are due no later than thirty (30) days from date of sentencing.

¢ Inaccordance with Va. Code § 19.2-354.1, defendants who are unable to pay fines and costs within the
thirty (30) day period after sentencing may enter into one of the following agreements:

o]

Deferred Payment Agreement: a deferred payment agreelhent is defined as “an agreement in
which no installment payments are required and the defendant agrees to pay the full amount of the
fines and costs at the end of the agreement's stated term”.

Installment Payment Agreement: an installment payment agreement is defined as “agreement in
which the defendant agrees to make monthly or other periodic payments until the fines and costs
are paid in full”.

Modified Deferred Payment Agreement: a modified deferred payment agreement is defined as “a
deferred payment agreement in which the defendant also agrees to use best efforts to make
monthly or other periodic payments”.

e Defendants who desire to enter into one of the three payment agreements listed above may be required to
provide a down payment in order to enter into one of these agreements. The down payments, in accordance
with Va. Code § 19.2-354.1 are as follows:

o]

o

o]

With each of the payment agreements, a $10 fee will be assessed.

Total fines and costs not exceeding $500 require a 10% down payment;

Total fines and costs exceeding $500 require a 5% or $50, whichever is greater.

e Defendants who fail to maintain the provisions of any payment agreement may have their driver’s license
suspended as a result of non-payment.



At any time, defendants who wish to petition the Court for a modification to their current payment
agreement are welcome to do so. Defendants can visit the Court during normal business hours and
complete the petition form.

Defaulted agreements: Defendants who default on previously agreed upon payment agreements may be
granted an additional opportunity to enter into one of the agreements listed above; however, these are
handled on a case-by-case basis. If granted, the agreement will require a down payment in order to enter
into one of these agreements. The down payments, in accordance with Va. Code § 19.2-354.1 are as
follows:

o Total fines and costs not exceeding $500 require a 10% down payment;
o Total fines and costs exceeding $500 require a 5% down payment or $50, whichever is greater.
With all of these agreements, payments made within ten (10) days of the due date shall be considered

timely.
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