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 William Bolton was found guilty by a jury of voluntary 

manslaughter and use of a firearm in the commission of a felony. 

 Upon motion of the defendant, the trial judge set aside the 

verdict for use of a firearm.  She later reiterated and explained 

her ruling to the jury.  After a recess, but before the 

sentencing phase had begun, the Commonwealth moved to reinstate 

the guilty verdict.  The judge granted that motion. 

 By declaring her decision to set aside the verdict, the 

judge in effect acquitted the defendant.  Rule 3A:15(c).  Having 

done so, she cannot reinstate a finding of guilt.  For this 

reason, we reverse the conviction of use of a firearm in the 

commission of a felony and dismiss the charge. 

                     
     *Pursuant to Code § 17-116.010 this opinion is not 
designated for publication. 
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        Reversed and dismissed.


