The term “Portable Electronic Device” is defined to include personal computers, tablet
computers, mobile telephones (including cell phones and any form of telephone with
cameras and audio and video recording and transmission capabilities), electronic
calendars, e-book readers, and “smart” watches.

The following policies and procedures govern the possession and use of Portable
Electronic Devices in the courthouse and in the courtroom.

A. Inthe Courthouse:

Portable Electronic Devices are allowed in the courthouse subject to security
screening, including courthouse screening devices, and the following rules:

(1) Court visitors may use Portable Electronic Devices in the common areas of the
courthouse, such as lobbies and hallways. Further restrictions, including restricting mobile
telephone conversations to designated areas, may be imposed as needed to maintain
safety, security, proper behavior, order, and the administration of justice. All Portable
Electronic Devices must be placed in a silent mode, such as vibrate, at all times within the
courthouse.

(2) Using Portable Electronic Devices to take photographs, make audio or video recordings,
or to transmit live audio or video streaming is prohibited except with prior written
authorization by a judge of the Circuit or District Court.

(3) Other Electronic Devices: Cameras, video cameras, video recording equipment and
recording devices (“other electronic devices”) not classified as Portable Electronic Devices
are not allowed in the courthouse except for use at events such as investitures ceremonies
and weddings. Other electronic devices may be allowed in the courthouse with prior
written authorization by a judge of the Circuit or District Court.

B. In the Courtroom:

Portable Electronic Devices shall not be brought into or used in the courtroom
without authorization from the presiding judge. A presiding judge may authorize the
possession and use of Portable Electronic Devices in the courtroom and may impose
restrictions on such possession and use. If the possession of Portable Electronic
Devices in the courtroom is authorized, they must remain silent at all times. They shall
only be used for the purposes and in the manner authorized by the presiding judge.
Photography, video recording, audio recording, or video transmission or
communication of any information using any media from inside the courtroom is
prohibited without prior written authorization of the presiding judge.



C. Confiscation of Equipment and Ejection of User:

Any person using a Portable Electronic Device in violation of this or any other court
order or policy may be removed from the courthouse, found in contempt of court,
and subject to penalties as provided by law. Any Portable Electronic Device used in
violation of this, or any other court order or policy may be confiscated, and the
Sheriff shall not be responsible or liable for any damage to or loss of a confiscated
device.

D. Further Limitations by Judges:
A judge may further limit or ban the possession or use of any Portable Electronic
Device:
(1) pursuantto Virginia Code § 19.2-266 (to regulate media coverage of
judicial proceedings); (2) if possession or use of the Portable Electronic
Device may or does interfere with the administration of justice or cause
any threat to safety or security; or (3) for any other reason.

Local Rule Banning Smart Glasses

“Smart glasses” are not permitted in the Portsmouth Juvenile and Domestic Relations
District Courtrooms at any time without prior permission from the presiding judge.

“Smart glasses” are defined as wearable eyewear that integrate digital technology to
display information, capture data and interact with the environment, often combing
augmented reality, audio and Artificial Intelligence features. They often have cameras,
microphones, speakers and sensors and connect to various devices including, but not
limited to smart phones, laptop computers and computer tablets via Bluetooth or similar
technologies.



