
RULES OF SUPREME COURT OF VIRGINIA 

PART TWO 

VIRGINIA RULES OF EVIDENCE 

 

ARTICLE IX.  AUTHENTICATION 

 

Rule 2:902   Self-Authentication (Rule 2:902(6) derived from Code § 8.01-390.3 and Code 

§ 8.01-391(D)) 

 

Additional proof of authenticity as a condition precedent to admissibility is not required with 

respect to the following: 

(1)  Domestic public records offered in compliance with statute.  Public records authenticated 

or certified as provided under a statute of the Commonwealth.  

(2)  Foreign public documents. A document purporting to be executed or attested in his 

official capacity by a person authorized by the laws of a foreign country to make the execution or 

attestation, and accompanied by a final certification as to the genuineness of the signature and 

official position (a) of the executing or attesting person, or (b) of any foreign official whose 

certificate of genuineness of signature and official position relates to the execution or attestation 

or is in a chain of certification of genuineness of signature and official position relating to the 

execution or attestation. A final certification may be made by a secretary of embassy or legation, 

consul general, consul, vice consul, or consular agent of the United States, or a diplomatic or 

consular official of the foreign country assigned or accredited to the United States. If reasonable 

opportunity has been given to all parties to investigate the authenticity and accuracy of official 

documents, the court may for good cause shown order that they be treated as presumptively 

authentic without final certification or permit them to be evidenced by an attested summary with 

or without final certification. 

(3)  Presumptions created by law.  Any signature, document, or other matter declared by any 

law of the United States or of this Commonwealth, to be presumptively or prima facie genuine or 

authentic. 

(4)  Medical records and medical bills in particular actions.  Where authorized by statute, 

medical records and medical bills, offered upon the forms of authentication specified in the Code 

of Virginia. 

(5)  Specific certificates of analysis and reports.  Certificates of analysis and official reports 

prepared by designated persons or facilities, when authenticated in accordance with applicable 

statute.  

     (6)  Certified Records of a Regularly Conducted Activity.  
 

 (a)  In any civil proceeding where a business record is material and otherwise admissible, 

authentication of the record and the foundation required by subdivision (6) of Rule 2:803 may be 

laid by (i) witness testimony, (ii) a certification of the authenticity of  and foundation for the 

record made by the custodian of such record or other qualified witness either by affidavit or by 

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/8.01-390.3/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/8.01-391/


declaration pursuant to Code § 8.01-4.3, or (iii) a combination of witness testimony and a 

certification. 

 

 (b)  The proponent of a business record shall (i) give written notice to all other parties if a 

certification under this section will be relied upon in whole or in part in authenticating and laying 

the foundation for admission of such record and (ii) provide a copy of the record and the 

certification to all other parties, so that all parties have a fair opportunity to challenge the record 

and certification. The notice and copy of the record and certification shall be provided no later 

than 15 days in advance of the trial or hearing, unless an order of the court specifies a different 

time. Objections shall be made within five days thereafter, unless an order of the court specifies a 

different time. If any party timely objects to reliance upon the certification, the authentication 

and foundation required by subdivision (6) of Rule 2:803 shall be made by witness testimony 

unless the objection is withdrawn. 

 

 (c)  A certified business record that satisfies the requirements of this section shall be self-

authenticating and requires no extrinsic evidence of authenticity. 

 

 (d)  A copy of a business record may be offered in lieu of an original upon satisfaction of 

the requirements of Code § 8.01-391(D) by witness testimony, a certification, or a combination 

of testimony and a certification. 

 

 

Adopted and promulgated by Order dated June 1, 2012. 

Last amended by Order dated May 31, 2017; effective July 1, 2017. 
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RULES OF SUPREME COURT OF VIRGINIA 

PART THREE A 

CRIMINAL PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE 

 

Rule 3A:14.1 Confidentiality of Juror Personal Information. 

 

     (a) Motion for Order Regulating Disclosure of Jurors' Personal Information. — As 

provided in Code § 19.2-263.3, on motion of any party or its own motion, and only upon 

a finding of good cause sufficient to warrant departure from the norm of open 

proceedings, the court may issue an order which may include provisions:  

 

   (1) regulating the disclosure of the personal information names and home 

addresses of jurors or prospective jurors in a criminal trial.  The court may limit or 

preclude dissemination of such information to particular persons, but in no event 

shall such information be denied to counsel for either party or a pro se defendant; 

and/or 

 

(2) requiring that during the course of the trial, counsel for the parties, and the 

jurors themselves, shall refer to jurors by number and not by name. 

 

Under this Rule, a finding of "good cause" includes, but is not limited to, a determination 

by the court in a particular case that if personal information of jurors or prospective jurors 

is disclosed there is a reasonable possibility of bribery, tampering, physical injury, 

harassment, intimidation of a juror, or any other material interference with the proper 

discharge of the jury's functions, such as a reasonably perceived threat to the jury's safety, 

well-being, or capacity to properly focus upon and perform its trial and deliberative 

duties.  

 

    (b) Additional Personal Information. — Additional personal information of a juror who 

has been impaneled in a criminal case shall be released only to the counsel for the 

defendant, a pro se defendant, and the attorney for the Commonwealth.  

 

    (c)  Modification of Order. — (1) An order under this Rule regulating the disclosure of 

personal information the names and home addresses of the jurors in a criminal case may 

be modified by the court in the exercise of its discretion and for good cause shown, and 

such information may be disseminated to a person having a legitimate interest or need for 

the information, with such restrictions upon its use and further dissemination as may be 

deemed appropriate by the court. 

    (2) The court may, upon motion of either party or its own motion, and for good cause 

shown, issue an order authorizing the disclosure of any additional personal information of 

a juror to any other person.  Such order may be modified and may place restrictions on 

the use and further dissemination of such disclosed information.   

 

     (c)(d) Additional Personal Information.  For purposes of this Rule, "additional 
personal information" means any information other than name and home address 
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collected by the court, clerk, or jury commissioner at any time, including but not limited 

to, a juror's name, age, occupation, home and business addresses, telephone numbers, 

email addresses, and any other identifying information that would assist another in 

locating or contacting the juror. 

 

 

Promulgated by Order dated March 1, 2011. 

Last amended by Order dated May 31, 2017; effective July 1, 2017. 
 


	Rule 2:902.
	Rule 3A:14.1.

